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Henry's northern half of his kingdom. The desultory fighting which
Sedition to continued for some time was confined to this region and did
Italy (me) not spread to the southern half. So he decided, as he could
make no progress in Germany for the present, to leave the
direction of affairs in the capable hands of his nephew the
duke of Suabia, and to go himself in 1116 to Italy where a
new situation had arisen calling for his personal attention.
The immediate cause was the death of countess Matilda of
Tuscany in 1115. Though she had put her allodial domains
under papal overlordship, she now bequeathed them to her
" cousin " Henry V, thereby adding a new cause of discord
to the subsequent relations of Papacy and Empire. Henry
came to enter into possession of them, as well as of the fiefs
she held from the Empire, without heed to the rights of the
Pope as overlord. The increase of personal domain was a
valuable addition to his resources, and he took the occasion
to strengthen his position by numerous grants of charters
to cities, and so helped ultimately the cause of communal
independence.
Rome was his next objective; he wished to repeat his
imperial coronation now that he had a wife to receive the
title of Empress, and he probably intended to get a clear
understanding on the question of investiture. So far there
had been no open breach; the Emperor had simply ignored
Paschal's retractation of his concession, and the Pope had not
Flight and himself taken any action against the Emperor. But Paschal
death of could not endure to face Henry again, and on the news of
^ope asc a his coming he fled for refuge to the Normans in South Italy.
In his absence the archbishop of Braga took upon himself to
crown Henry and Matilda at Easter 1117, and for his pre-
sumption was excommunicated by the Pope. Henry stayed
in Rome till the end of the year; in spite of the presence of
the Germans there was no disturbance, and the prefect of the
city governed in Henry's name. When he left, in January
1118, Paschal ventured to return, but he died before the
month was out. It must have been for him a merciful
release from his misery ; for the last seven out of the eighteen
years of his reign he had been practically a cypher, at the
mercy of men of sterner mould, and more than once he had
been obliged to act against his conscience.
His successor, John of Gaeta, had made a name for him-

